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three higher ones. The non-castes or out-castes are not supposed to have anything to do with such things. These non-caste people do, however, perform certain funeral rites and have shraddha ceremonies of a kind. It is not very clear with what object they perform the various ceremonies. Probably they have in view, the spiritual good of the departed; but their ideas on this head appear to be very confused and uncertain. The motive that seems to actuate them is fear. It is thought well to treat the departed spirit kindly and to divert its attention, so as to prevent its inflicting any injury on the living. In fact, these observances seem to be a survival of ancient Dravidian rites tinged with an admixture of Hinduism.
The Malas, or Telugu Pariahs, are representatives of the middle line between the Hindus proper and the lowest pagans. The funeral rites of the Malas represent generally those of the classes here intended. The Malas, as a rule, burn their dead; but though this is considered amongst them as the more respectable way, yet there are very many exceptions to the rule. There are some sections of this class who always bury; and many who would cremate if they could afford it, but who are driven by poverty to the less expensive method of disposing of their dead. There seems to be a general notion amongst these latter, that the soul of the deceased somehow suffers on account of such a departure from custom. They bury children and small-pox victims as the caste people do. In times of pestilence, also when cholera is prevalent, they bury. This is merely from being generally panic stricken, or from the difficulty of getting any help from their neighbours who fear contagion. At such times the dead are often disposed of in a very summary way.
When a person is at the point of death, there do not appear to be any religious rites or ceremonies whatever amongst these people. They follow out the